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Literally	True	or	Reliable	
• Som

e	parts	of	the	Bible,	such	as	the	gospels	and	the	epistles,	
can	be	taken	to	be	m

ore	literally	true	than	other	books	in	the	
Bible	that	are	very	historically	and	culturally	distanced.	

• Keller	doesn’t	think	anybody	is	really	a	biblical	literalist.	



W
e	Can’t	Trust	the	Bible	

Historically	
• According	to	the	“Jesus	Sem

inar”	no	m
ore	than	20%

	of	Jesus’s	
account	can	be	verified.	

• At	the	tim
e	of	the	Gospels	w

riting	there	w
ere	still	m

any	
w
itnesses	alive.	

• M
atthew

,	M
ark,	Luke	and	John	are	recognized	as	the	m

ost	
historically	reliable	books.	

• The	Gnostic	Gospels,	such	as	Thom
as,	not	so	very	reliable.	



Consolidating	Power	
• Keller	asserts	that	the	gospels	w

ere	w
ritten	by	early	church	

leaders	to	consolidate	pow
er.	

• If	true,	w
e	w

ould	have	seen	Jesus	taking	sides	on	issues	in	the	
gospels.	

• For	instance,	Jesus	says	nothing	about	circum
cision.		

• The	Apostle	Paul	deals	w
ith	that	issue	later.	



Arguments	Against	Consolidating	
Paper	
• W

om
en	w

ere	the	first	w
itnesses	to	the	resurrection.	

• The	apostles	w
ere	depicted	as	petty	and	argum

entative.	
• Jesus	signifies	his	fear	that	God	has	abandoned	him

.	
• If	the	Gospels	had	been	w

ritten	to	undergird	a	ruling	elite,	
these	facts	w

ould	have	not	been	included.	
• That	they	w

ere	suggests	the	historicity	of	the	account.	



Gnostic	Gospels	
• The	Gnostic	Gospels,	like	The	Acts	of	Thom

as	and	the	Acts	of	
John,	w

ere	never	adopted	into	the	N
ew

	Testam
ent	in	great	

part	over	controversies	regarding	their	authorship	and	the	
reliability	of	their	content	–	heavily	steeped	in	the	Greco-
Rom

an	philosophy	of	Gnosticism
.	

• Gnostic	doctrine	taught	that	the	w
orld	w

as	created	and	ruled	
by	a	lesser	divinity,	the	dem

iurge,	and	that	Christ	w
as	an	

em
issary	of	the	rem

ote	suprem
e	divine	being,	esoteric	

know
ledge	(gnosis)	of	w

hom
	enabled	the	redem

ption	of	the	
hum

an	spirit.	



The	Literary	Form	of	the	Gospels	is	
Too	Detailed	to	be	Legend	
• The	Gospels	are	not	fiction,	either	in	ancient	form

	(absent	a	
sense	of	realism

)	or	in	term
s	of	m

odern	fiction	w
hich	is	

steeped	in	realism
.	

• The	detail	in	the	Gospels	corresponds	w
ith	w

hat	w
e	can	verify	

about	history	and	culture	of	the	tim
e.	



W
e	Can	Trust	the	Bible	

“Culturally”	
• There	are	distinct	and	significant	cultural	and	historical	
differences	betw

een	the	period	in	w
hich	books	of	the	Bible	

w
ere	w

ritten	and	w
hen	they	w

ere	studied	in	m
odern	tim

es.	
• There	is	an	im

m
ense	“cultural	distance”	betw

een	m
odern	

readers	and	the	authors	of	the	Gospels.	


